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did not beget this son," said he, " to be my country's
foe. I gave a son to my country to withstand its
enemies. If Don Juan slays him, he will give to me
honour, to my son true life, and to himself eternal
infamy in this world, and condemnation, after death.
And to show how far I am from yielding the place, and
failing in my duty, there goes my knife, in case he
needs a weapon for his cruelty,"

So saying, Guzman left the walls and sat down to
table with his wife, commanding his countenance so that
she should guess nothing. Presently there was a great
shouting of horror and dismay. He rose, but presently
came back saying : " I thought the Moors were in
Tarifa." But he had seen the bloody head of his first-
born. The Moors were however horrified, and like-
wise hopeless of overcoming such a man. They raised
the siege, and all Spain rang with praise of the loyalty
of Guzman, who has been ever since known as el
Bueno, or the good. He was the founder of a noble
family from whom sprang the Dukes of Medina-
Sidonia. His constancy was sung in ballads, and he
became one of the great examples of Spanish loyalty.